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Aim:

1.  to analyse the conceptual strategies and the design 
principles adopted in the rehabilitation of two 
historical school buildings, built at the beginning of the 
XX century, which are part of Portugal’s cultural 
heritage. 

2.  The main research question focuses on the capacity of 
original spatial and constructive characteristics of the 
historical school buildings answer the new premises of 
school building design.



Passos Manuel Secondary School (1882-1911)





Pedro Nunes Secondary School (1909-1911)







Nowadays, what is the role of school buildings in the 
educational process?

What are the premises of school building design?

4 metaphors …
(Finnish Ministry of Education)



greenhouse



city center 



bazar street



show room 





how can we get these features in rigid and closed spatial 

and constructive structures that characterize the original 

school buildings without destroying their architectural 

heritage value? 



Passos Manuel Secondary School

1.  Compromise solution between the conservation of the 
existing building, preserving its architectural and 
constructive features, and the resolution of new functional 
and educational demands.

2.  The rehabilitation strategy followed the criteria and 
principles of UNESCO international charts and conventions 
for the conservation and restoration of built heritage, from 
the ICOMOS (classified as a Building of Public Interest in 2003)

3.  The design of the architectural solutions rather than answer 
or provide new pedagogical methodologies, points out some 
small interventions that allow some improvements in order 
to get some changes in the traditional learning process. 



Original building



New buildings



Pedro Nunes Secondary School

1.  Same strategy concerning the original building (non protection 
classification)

2.  The addition of a new construction changes the volumetry 
and the image of the ensemble, and changes the original 
interior and exterior spatial organization. 

3.  Follow some of the current best practice in the design of 
school buildings. 



Original building



New building



Final considerations

The preservation of integrity and authenticity of the original building 
through a compromise solution in order to keep the memory of the 
school/community for future generations. 



The preservation of the original spaces proposing at the same time 
the redefinition of a new volumetry, through the construction of a 
new block housing contemporary designed school spaces, adding a 
new layer of history to the building. 

Final considerations


